
BVD Case Studies

When vaccinating these calves for Leptospirosis,  source of BVD was from a neighbouring farm i.e. 
Rotorua Vets and the grazier noticed several poor across the fence. The virus is highly contagious and 
‘doers’. These calves were blood tested for BVD and readily transmissible across short distances.
were confirmed as Persistently Infected (PI) BVD 
carriers. Over the next several months more poor 
‘doers’ were noticed and eventually the whole line 
was bled. Fifteen of the 70 calves were identified as In this case, vaccination of all calves with BVD 
PI’s and had to be culled. At a conservative vaccine prior to going to grazing was required. As the 
$500/head, the loss would have been around $7,500. grazier didn’t want any PI animals on his farm, all the 

calves had to be blood tested negative to BVD virus 
The dams of these PI calves were bled back in as well.
Matamata and all were negative to BVD virus. Bulk 
Milk tests in September 2009 were negative for BVD Ongoing vaccination of the whole herd is being 
virus. considered to try and reduce the risk of BVD 

infection from  neighbouring herds.

There were no BVD carriers in the herd. However the 
high percentage of PI calves born in 2008 is BVD can be very costly. As well as the $7500 in lost 
indicative of a transient infection going through the calves, the herd empty rate in 2008 was 6% higher 
herd at an early stage of pregnancy (October 2007- than normal. In a 330 cow herd, approximately 20 
January 2008). Foetuses exposed to BVD virus in the more cows were not in calf, probably due to BVD 
first three months of gestation become PI’s and virus circulating in early pregnancy.
continually shed the virus without being able to 
mount an immune response. Many are poor ‘doers’ Total Cost = $7500 + 20 x $500($10,000) 
and die before 2-3 years of age.                 = $17,500

�There was no virus in the bulk milk (this is a very �Cost of annual herd vaccination is approximately 
sensitive test and will pick up one virus shedding $1,650
cow in 1000) �Given a moderate/high risk of further exposure, 

�The supplier of bulls blood tested and vaccinated vaccination of the herd is recommended
all bulls for BVD �Calves grazing off-farm with other stock should 

�No other cows were introduced to the herd be BVD vaccinated to reduce the risk of exposure 
(introduced animals are a possible source of BVD to PI animals and BVD infection.
virus)

Due to these three points, it appears the only other 

Recommendations

Conclusion
Take Home Message

Our clinic has recently seen a few cases  involving BVD and they 
highlight the costs involved in dealing with the consequences 
of this nasty virus. One of these cases is outlined below.

Case 1 - 70 calves were sent from Matamata 
to grazing in Rotorua in December 2008
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